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PRESENTERS:

Doug Anderson, dra3@siu.eduSouthern lllinois University

“William James in the Woods: Glenmore and Chocorua”

Abstract | will talk about James's work with Thomas Dawidsn NY and his reflections on
stays at Chocorua. The upshot will be a sketch@frmportance of nature as wilderness for
James's thought generally. My hypothesis is therethire some Thoreauvian themes at work in
James's thought that are seldom made explicit.

Biographical SketchBio: | teach philosophy at SIUC. Have studied Aiven philosophy and
the history of philosophy for many years. Am praleBditor-in-Chief of Peircdransactions
and author, most recently, Bhilosophy Americanfom Fordham Press.

Frederick R. Bauer, fbauer@assumption.eddssumption College

"Pragmatism: The Brain? Or God?”

Abstract James wrote, "The 'entire brain' is not a phydat at all!" He regarded the question,
"Are 'mind' and 'brain' names for two differentlrdrangs or two names for just one?", as a very
practical item of public discourse. Richard Watsgnees: "When humankind finally faces the
fact that the mind is the brain, that there ismaependently existing mental soul to survive the
death of the body, that none of us chirpy sparrgvisimortal..., there will be a revolution in
human thought the like of which none has gone leef@an the 'pragmatist turn' help here?
Biographical SketchFrederick R. Bauer, associate professor of pbghg at Assumption
College in Worcester MA, has been teaching sin&¥ 1Ble also holds an MA in psychology.

Eric P. Charles [epc2@psu.edu], Pennsylvania State University

“Edwin Bissell Holt's William James”

Abstract E. B. Holt was a student, friend, and colleagi@/dliam James during the last fifteen
years of James’s life. The personal and profesktoaigs of Holt’'s James can be reconstructed
from the correspondences of Holt with the Jameslyaiend from Holt's professional writings.
Holt's work, and his student’s work, representggaificant part of James’s legacy in
psychology and philosophy. Holt’s realist interptedin of James’s Radical Empiricism provides
a unique insight into the possibility of viewingdreal behaviorism as part of James’s legacy.
And anyway, what was Holt was up to in his ten-yleag attempt to revise James’s Briefer
Course?

Biographical SketchEric P. Charles, Assistant Professor of Psychgltte Pennsylvania State
University, Altoona. Dr. Charles has published tietioal and empirical papers regarding animal
behavior and the ecological psychology of Jamé&ikkon. Recently this work has involved
resurrecting insights from E. B. Holt's New Realjsand resurrecting interest in Holt more
generally. He has put together an edited book dhtblde published in the Fall of 2010 and has
talked on the connection between Holt, James, abslo@ at Cheiron.

Paul J. Croce, pcroce@stetson.edBtetson University
“A Psychology of Philosophizing: A Jamesian Framewior Conciliating Difference”




Abstract In the late 1870s, while working in physiologigaslychology, William James brought
his scientific studies into his philosophical refien. He set out to write a philosophy text on
the motives that lead people to philosophize. eleencompleted “The Psychology of
Philosophizing,” but its chapters became his fingjor publications and his initial claim to fame,
and their insights diffused into much of his lat@rk. A close examination of these early
writings suggests both these biographical rootd,aso an outlook for reconciling intellectual
and ideological differences. James is well knowma #gheorist who craved (to paraphrase his
comment in Pragmatisniarvard edition, p. 14) the good things on badles of various
differences, and in these works he provides a Wwayderstanding their relation to each other.
James set his direction with “The Sentiment of &ttlity,” in which he recognizes the role of
“feeling[s] of sufficiency” in various commitmentand this and related texts suggest a template
for coping with difference.

Biographical SketchPaul J. Croce is a Professor of American StuaiesDirector of the

Student Research in Science and Religion (2SR)r&mogt Stetson University. He has written
Science and Religion in the Era of William JamedifgSe of Certainty, 1820-188@nd he is

past Chair of the Forum for the History of Humame8ce and current President of the William
James Society.

Donald A. Crosby, Donald.crosby@att.net , Colorado State University

“Experience, Self, and World in the Philosophy oifl\i&m James”

Abstract | critically analyze two closely related themaslames'’s philosophy: the role of “pure
experience” and the relations of mental and exteatal reality. | compare his outlook with
some recent developments in contemporary philosopbkgience and philosophy of mind and in
doing so seek to show that his thought is a viplddorm to be built upon for arriving at a
credible conception of the natures and relationmiofd and matter, self and world. The
conception | support and defend is that of a thghgwing material basis and character of all
reality, including that of life and mind. | argusat a materialistic metaphysics, when properly
conceived, is entirely consistent with James’sqduphy of pure experience.

Biographical SketchDonald A. Crosby is Professor of Philosophy Etosrat Colorado State
University. His most recent book, soon to be pligidsby SUNY Press, is entitl€ith and
Reason: Their Roles in Religious and Secular. Life

Pamela Crosby [mailto:pcrosby@fsu.eduFlorida State University"The Social Value of
Undergraduate Learning: William James on Educailogal Leaders for Democracy”

Abstract For James, a principal aim of education in a deamgcis to produce leaders of high
moral character who help to counter adverse inftasron its citizenry of popular culture,
corporate practices, and powerful media. In “So¢aue of the College Bred,” he calls for
every college discipline to offer courses couchrelistorical and biographical contexts that
teach students to identify what persons of worthgracter and high accomplishmelat In

“The Moral Equivalent of War,” James argues thaingadults should do community service as
a way to form their moral character as well asdlpmprove their society. The implications of
the integration of James’s two approaches—engagemservice learning and
historical/biographical study—for current educatibpractice are examined in light of recent
research on character development of college stsiden




Biographical SketchPamela Crosby is co-editor éburnal of College and Charactand editor
of Character Clearinghoussponsored by the Office of the Vice PresidentStrdent Affairs at
Florida State University.

Mike Dieciuc [michaeld180@gmail.com] Xavier University

“James and the Resurgence of Psychedelic ReseaRdychology”

Abstract It is not an exaggeration to say that the revwofalVilliam James’ ideas are responsible
for a recent renaissance in scientific researchoker 40 years research with psychedelic
substances was halted, despite the enthusiasnffaraty that they displayed in psychology as a
successful adjunct to psychotherapy. Forty yedes,lthat branch of science is reemerging and
is finding itself dealing with matters of spirituahport. In short my presentation will discuss
how the philosophy of William James, with his ureqapproach to consciousness, religious
experience, and epistemology, have had a direcetgm the emerging field of study that
combines science and spirituality.

Biographical SketchMichael Dieciuc attended Xavier University ange in Chicago. With
undergraduate work in philosophy and psychologywiwe the thesis, “Beyond Real and
Surreal: A pragmatic approach to the mystical eepee” in 2009. His work shows the
influence of Terence McKenna, Friedrich Nietzsadre William James, and he continues to
research the intersection of psychedelics, psydyoland philosophy.

Bob Doyle, rodoyle @fas.harvard.edtarvard University, “Jamesian Free Will”

Abstract Research into two-stage models of “free wilffirst “free” random generation of
alternative possibilities, followed by “willed” adaately determined decisions consistent with
character, values, and desires — suggests theamWwiames was in 1884 the first of a dozen
philosophers and scientists to propose such a tagesnodel for free will.

By limiting chance to the generation of altermatpossibilities, James was the first to overcome
the standard two-part argument against free wal, that the will is either determined or
random. James gave it elements of both, to estatbéedom but preserve responsibility. We
show that James was influenced by Darwin’s modeladfiral selection, as were most recent
thinkers with a two-stage model.

Many of James's contemporaries discussed thégpnatf human freedom. The seminar will
touch on some of them like Charles Sanders Pdiic&jnson Miller (R. E. Hobart), John Fiske,
and the French thinkers Charles Renouvier, Alfredilleé, Henri Bergson, and Henri Poincaré.
Seminar participants are encouraged to contrithgie thoughts on who either influenced James
or were influenced by him.

We celebrate James’s priority in the free wilbdies by naming the two-stage model — first
chance, then choice - “Jamesian” free will.

Biographical SketchBob Doyle holds a Ph.D. in Astrophysics from Hal: He is currently an
Associate in the Harvard Astronomy department,witidoe a Visiting Scholar in the

Philosophy department for 2010-2011. Bob has sipenpast several years working on
philosophical problems like epistemology, ethics] Auman freedom, based on the creation of
information structures in cosmology, biology, arsyghology. He reviews the work of over 120
philosophers and 40 scientists on his webwwav.informationphilosopher.conHe has
established that in 1884 William James was thé dirs. dozen scientists and philosophers to
propose a two-stage model of free will, first spoity and then selection - first chance and




then choice, based loosely on Darwinian natur&csiein. His work on James appears in volume
5 of William James Studiepp.1-28.

Dan Fdllin, Portland State Universitdarkbrown@gmail.cordfellin@gmail.com

Putting the F back in Philosophy: William James/hy Philosophy is Fun

Abstract James had his fair share of depression and.d@stsoften when reading James’ work,
one gets the distinct impression of James havingusba good time, butgreattime. Drawing

on letters written by James as an adolescent amaigyman, as well as James’ later inquiries into
life and significance, this presentation will exjg@dhe joy that James and his correspondents
found in reading, writing, and conversing aboutgdophy.

Biographical SketchDaniel Fellin received his BA from Portland Stateiversity in 2007. He
received his MA from Portland State University . His thesis was entitled, “The Creation
of William James and Pragmatism: 1858-1879.”

Mark Franklin, pipcat@comcast.neBrown University

“The Will to Believe and the Will to Truth”

Abstract William James is convinced that our desire fathris more likely to be served if
individuals bring their commitments or faiths iritee market place of ideas where they can
compete with one another and be critically evalliat®hat we stand to acquire in the way of
deeper and more comprehensive insights into realéty well depend upon our willingness to
invest our energies in seeing how certain of oliefse(e.g., moral and religious) fare when
subject to the "total drift" of our thinking andpetience. Properly understood, James's
celebrated essay The Will to Belierapresents a deliberate attempt to expand theesaop
inquiry beyond the arbitrary limits imposed upobytcertain practitioners of science (e.g., W.
K. Clifford, Thomas Huxley). In its experimentali@mntation, this often overlooked epistemic
dimension of The Will to Believes continuous with James's more ambitious airmbBeacing
the culture of inquiry by placing in circulationt@mests and energies that some of his
contemporaries wished to exile from the intellectnarket place.

Fernando Galindo [northumbia@yahoo.com], Universidad Nacional déu@dia
“James and the Experience of Belief”

Abstract Does the Atheism movement nowadays understandatuee of Religion? Do
religious movements of today accept the atheidtdgmound?

In Darwin’s time it was already tough, but riglotw the conflict between Science and Religion
has achieved another level. From around the worlohany disciplines, books, articles, and
debates rise anew and old arguments circulate éroershore to another, each looking to end
this conflict once and for all. For some, the trothst be on one side or the other; for some, the
truth lies everywhere. William James’s thought take in this debate. The main object of this
paper is to regard the consequences and scopeswbtk about religious experience today.
Biographical Sketch Fernando Galindo is a lecturer in different sabg, and a teacher, writer,
and translator. He works throughout Bogota, léatuand promoting philosophy, and literature.

Tyson-Lord J. Gray <tlgrayonline@yahoo.com> Vanderbilt Universit{The Contemporary
Relevance of William James Varieties of Religioxp&rience for Religion and Ecology”
Abstract In celebrating the 180anniversary of the death of William James, thisgodooks at
the contemporary effects of h&arieties of Religions Experienéar religion and ecology.



James’ view of religion was an empirically pragroame which delayed final judgment of a
religion until the “end.” Given the current ecologi crisis and if there is any validity to Lynn
White’s article, “The Historical Roots of Ecologldarisis,” Christianity is failing that test. This
paper therefore asks of James, what is the contamptiruth” relevant to ecology and how can
religion play a substantial role?

Biographical Sketch Tyson-Lord J. Gray is a third-year doctoral studgrnvanderbilt
University working with Victor Anderson. He comp#e his master's degree at Boston
University where Robert Neville was his advisor tluis thesis on John Dewey and William
James, and he also took classes with David Lambéekarvard Divinity School on the
American Pragmatic Tradition. His research interese in the areas of pragmatism, ecology,
law and public policy.

Roberto Gronda [roberto.gronda@sns.it], Scuola Normal Superiorea,Ataly

“Meaning is Use: Dewey’s Pragmatic ExploitatiorMgilliam James’s Legacy”

Abstract In From Absolutism to ExperimentaligffAE) Dewey recognizes James as the most
outstanding influence on his philosophical develeptm However, scholars have found this
statement to contrast with Dewey’s criticism of mah James’s more significant ideas. |
suggest here that so far not enough attention éas paid to the performative significance of
Dewey'’s pledge of allegiance to JaméAE is a philosophical manifesto, whose aim ssl®
offer a trustworthy depiction of his own intelleatudevelopment than to trace back to James his
psychologically and biologically oriented pragmatislts cash-value, in fact, consists mainly in
strengthening and dignifying the Deweyan struggi@iast subjectivist and logico-
epistemological approaches to philosophy spreadiiprth America at the time.

Biographical SketchRoberto Gronda received his M.A. degree in phitdg/ in 2006 from the
University of Turin (Italy) with the thesis “Pragimem and Neo-Pragmatism: two different
approaches to habit as the source of normativiGuirently he is a Ph.D student in Philosophy
at the Scuola Normale Superiore of Pisa (Italys iain research interests include history of
American philosophy, Pragmatism, and the pragmatisbunt of normativity.

Susan Gunter [mailto:sgunter@westminstercollege.gtiestminster College

“Alice Gibbens James and William James in Chocorua”

Abstract Alice H. G. and William James’s family life at Gtorua is intimately detailed as early
as 1887 in an unpublished letter from Alice to Imesband, noting plans for the house, the
grounds, etc. Their lively, rich summers were netessarily peaceful ones for the couple, yet
they proved productive in terms of their respecpvgects, his in psychology, philosophy, and
farming, and hers in the art of daily life. The&cend son Billy married a summer neighbor,
daughter Peggy recovered from depression thereAmo#t recovered from his stressful years at
school. During her last years, it was Alice’s ferish that the home never be sold from the
family. This paper will detail the acquisition, waration, and daily routines that evolved at the
James’s summer home.

Biographical SketchSusan Gunter is Professor Emeritus of EnglisNestminster College, Salt
Lake City. She is the author of Alice in Jameslahue Story of Alice Howe Gibbens Jansedd
editor of two editions of Henry James's letters.

Richard Hall [rhall@uncfsu.edu] Fayetteville State Universiigrth Carolina
“James on the Humanities”



Abstract James’ conception of the humanities makes waystoreg them to the center of the
curriculum but without compromising other disciggr He argues that any discipline, even the
sciences, qualifies as humanistic if studied histdly. The immediate aim of a humanistic
education is to acquaint students with the besesaelments in all fields so as to emulate, equal
and even surpass them. Its ultimate aim is topgmestudents’ discernment of real quality
wherever and whenever they encounter it, partibulanong rival politicians and their policies.
James’ ideal of a liberal education epitomizes sofrtes most distinctive philosophical ideas.
Biographical SketchRichard A. S. Hall received the B.A. in philosgdhom Boston

University, the M.A. in philosophy from Dalhousienlversity, and the Ph.D. in philosophy from
the University of Toronto. He currently is an assint professor of philosophy at Fayetteville
State University, North Carolina. He has authdved books,The Ethical Foundations of
Criminal JusticeandThe Neglected Northampton Texts of Jonathan Edwetdsvards on
Society and Politicand both edited and contributedTioe Contribution of Jonathan Edwards to
American Culture and Society (The Northampton Treeseary Celebration 1703-20Q3Hall

has also published articles and essays in the afé¢hs history of American philosophy,
aesthetics and the philosophy of art, ethics, baghilosophy of religion.

J. C. Hallman [jchallman@gmail.com] University of St. Thomas, Béaul

“The Moral Equivalent of Paradise: William James &ftopian Thought”

Abstract The standard saw — based on his comments on &lua — is that James found
realized utopias dull. Yet Le Guin cites Jamegadgcal inspiration, and in 1906 James
acknowledged a late-blooming utopianism, drawn ftmth Charles Fourier and Edward
Bellamy. My paper will map a heretofore unchatiegectory in the evolution of James’s
thought.

Biographical Sketch].C. Hallman grew up on a street called UtopiadRo'Utopia Road" is the
title of a piece fronThe Hospital for Bad Poetblallman's collection of short stories. Hallman
eventually realized that neither his utopian hggtaor his interest was fully treated by this
story. Thus, he wrote his third nonfiction botrkk Utopia: Six Kinds of Eden and the Search for
a Better Paradisewhich St. Martin's Press will publish in August 201'The Moral Equivalent
of Paradise" builds off Hallman's second boble Devil is a Gentlemaf2006), the story of his
literary apprenticeship with William Jame§ke Varieties of Religious Experience.

Aostre Johnson, One Winooski Park, Colchester, Vermont 05438hagon@smcvt.edu
“James's Concept of Mysticism and its ImplicatiforsEducation”

Abstract This paper argues that William James's understgraf mysticism is embedded in his
ideas about radical empiricism and that Jamesuaties a transformational mystical philosophy
with ethics at its core, a "constructivist postmmikam" which bridges premodern spirituality,
modern rationality and postmodern pluralism. Thisstital worldview holds significant
implications for contemporary educational theorg anactice. The paper delineates possibilities
for why and how Jamesian perspectives might suggslurtational theory and practice in
countering the ethical and spiritual poverty of jaarrent approaches.

Biographical SketchAostre Johnson is a Professor of Education aonddooator of the master's
program curriculum concentration at Saint Micha€tdlege in Colchester, Vermont. Her
ongoing focus on the ethical, spiritual and religi@imensions of human development and
education began while readii@e Varieties of Religious ExperienoeHarvard's William

James Hall library many years ago.




Paul Johnson [mailto:pjohnson@nd.edu] University of Notre Dame

“Yankee Yoga and ‘The Razor’s Edge™

Abstract This paper presents various ways in which Whllidames’ essay, “The Gospel of
Relaxation” shapes Somerset Maugham’s ndwel Razor's EdgeThe Razor’s Edgportrays a
spiritual quest, and "New Thought", attitudes, aimthal quotes from “The Gospel of
Relaxation” are incorporated into the novel. Inadétg James’ influence (indirectly cited in the
novel when the protagonist is found readirgg Principles of Psychologthe paper will
disprove Maugham'’s claim that the novel's protagfoisia real person, but is really a
personification of James' essay.

Biographical SketchPaul Johnson is associate professor of muskedthiversity of Notre
Dame. His most recent compositions have beendeddry the Kiev Philharmonic.Abstract

Nobuo Kazashi, Kobe University “From James to Nishida andekasTwo Metamorphoses
of the Jamesian Philosophy of ‘Pure Experiencé/lodern Japanese Thought”

Abstract The works of Kitaro Nishida and Soseki Natsunpresent the endeavors of modern
Japanese intellectuals to establish their own aummus stances in the face of the overwhelming
influx of Western culture and sciences. Interegyinhowever, it was in James’s radical
empiricism that both of them found a major sourtcmsgpiration for their groundbreaking works
in philosophy and literature respectively. We shetw light on the problems regarding the
formation of the “self” in modern Japan by bringingo contrast the distinctive ways in which
Nishida and Natsume responded to the Jamesiamnaitipure experience.”

Biographical SketchNobuo Kazashi received his Ph.D. in philosoployrfryale University, and
has recently served as a visiting scholar at Hdrizariversity 2007-2008. His main fields of
interest are contemporary continental philosophgnomenology, pragmatism, modern
Japanese thought, and peace studies. He re¢bizéd William James Prize from the
American Philosophical Association.

Ezekiel Kimball [mailto:ewk124@psu.edu] Pennsylvania State Unityers

" Old Truth’ and ‘New Fact’ at Harvard: The PragtitaRelationship of James & Eliot”
Abstract In William James and Charles Eliot, Harvard engptibtwo of the leading public
intellectuals writing and lecturing about Americaaucation during the dawn of the university
age. Although they were often in conflict, this gatation will suggest that a shared respect
enabled both James and Eliot to use the otherigytits to refine their own. Drawing upon the
public records of both men as well as recent sclydbiéographies, this paper extends Veysey's
analysis of the pair’s relative roles in the creatdf the modern American university culture—a
subject on which James would otherwise seem to bfigr deferred to Eliot.

Biographical SketchEzekiel Kimball is a PhD candidate in the Higkelucation Program at
Penn State studying the history of higher educatiith an emphasis on the process of mission
differentiation among various types of instituticared a secondary interest in ethical issues in
higher education. As a masters student, he studisees’ work through the lens of adult
learning theory and experiential learning. He &las presented his research on pragmatism as it
relates to student development and assessmergherreducation.

Renato Kinouchi, [renato.kinouchi@gmail.com] Universidade Fede@,BC (Santo Andre,
Sé&o Bernardo e Sdo Caetano), Brazil “Does Cousness StilExist?”



Abstract This paper intends to evaluate James’s origioatridoutions and his pervasive
influence on consciousness studies. Initially,examine the “automaton theory” and the
Jamesian counter-argument that consciousness \easeskeduring evolution because it would
increase the performance of the neural apparathen, we analyze his claims that the behavior
of organisms involves purposes and that purposay@atior can be explained in terms of
variation and selection. Finally, we evaluate Jemmfluence on contemporary theories of
consciousness, showing how his ideas become aesotinaspiration for those who face such a
centenary and unsolved philosophical question. wegls include the Mind-body Problem,
Evolution, Intentionality, and Consciousness.

Biographical SketchRenato Rodrigues Kinouchi, PhD, teaches Epistegyohnd Philosophy of
Science aUniversidade Federal do AB@®razil. He is leader of the research group
“Interdisciplinary Studies on Philosophy, Histoand Science Education” and coordinator of
UFABC Ethics Research Committee.

Amy Kittelstrom, Sonoma State University: kitt@sonoma.eskittels@princeton.edu
“William James and Liberal Religion: The Contexdden in Plain Sight”
Abstract In the summer of 1903, when William James wasingakis customary trip to the
Adirondack mountains of New York, he was put uptf@ night in someone’s home, where his
hostess showered him with graciousness and exdafthieel like the country lady whose
pastor was visiting her. When he protested agaieissweetening his tea with molasses, she only
poured in more, and said ‘If | were to fill the cegh it, it wouldn’t be good enough for you.™

This tidbit indicates two important aspects of daim place in American history. First,
his impact on relatively ordinary people was ndiyas great as his impact in the circles of
professional philosophers, it was more like therabizr of a minister than that of an academic.
What was it about James’s work that would have ntlidevoman feel his presence such an
honor? The first part of this paper will examinevhibe talks James gave at colleges, religious
associations, and summer schools in the 1890s gpakactical questions of what the moral life
was and how it should be lived, and how this fibipopular audiences’ expectations of how
ministers and public intellectuals served theirdsee

Second, the Adirondack mountains not only drewekahimself, but these and similar
venues in late nineteenth-century Boston, Plymaartid, Concord—and Chocorua, New
Hampshire—were magnets for other thinkers like Jawlgo operated right on the edge where
Christianity left off and secular humanism begalne Tecond part of this talk will explore the
liberal religious context that nurtured the younggationless James of the 1870s and provided
platforms and intellectual community for the moomfident, established Harvard professor then
in the process of developing pragmatism, radicgligaism, and the other philosophical
innovations that comprised his formal academic roution to the history of American ideas.
Biographical SketchAmy Kittelstrom is a historian of modern thougtmd culture who
specializes in nineteenth-century American thinkerg their contexts. She is particularly
interested in the lived intellectual connectionsaen individuals and cultures of the past, how
their ideas on religion and democracy informed anether, and how Americans engaged with
the intellectual productions of India, Great Britaand the Romantic movement. Her research
focuses on American liberal religion, pragmatisnodern science, professionalization, and the
concept of pluralism. She has published articlesramiews in thedournal of American History,
Journal of the American Academy of ReligiBeligion and American CulturgVilliam James
StudiesReviews in American HistgrgndThe Chronicle of Higher Educatipand she is




working on her first book, The Religion of Demograthe American Reformation and the
Making of Modern LiberalismPast fellow of the Center for Religion and Amarid.ife at Yale
University, the Charles Warren Center for StudreAinerican History at Harvard University,
and the Center for the Study of Religion at Priandtniversity, Kittelstrom received her PhD in
History in 2004 from Boston University and her BAAmerican Studies in 1994 from Rice
University. She is an assistant professor of Anaeridistory at Sonoma State University.

James Kloppenber g, jkloppen@fas.harvard.edu, Harvard University: ‘aW/Nakes William
James Significant?"

Abstract William James was a philosopher who could reaalde audience in the public and
the classroom. The essays in TALKS TO TEACHERS'di# Moral Philosopher and the
Moral Life" showcase why students have found Jasoesatisfying.

Biographical SketchJames T. Kloppenberg is Charles Warren ProfedsAmerican History
and Chair of the History Department at Harvard @nsity, where he often teaches a lecture
course on American social thought that tracesrifleance of pragmatism since the late
nineteenth century to the present and a semindleenthe World of William James. He has
written extensively on James, pragmatism, and Agaerintellectual history, including
UNCERTAIN VICTORY: SOCIAL DEMOCRACY AND PROGRESSNAM IN EUROPEAN
AND AMERICAN THOUGHT, 1870-1921 (Oxford, 1986), AMPANION TO AMERICAN
THOUGHT (Blackwell, 1995), THE VIRTUES OF LIBERALM ( Oxford, 1998), and
READING OBAMA: DREAMS, HOPE, AND THE AMERICAN POLITCAL TRADITION
(Princeton, forthcoming in October, 2010).

MylesK. Leighton, myleigh@fas.harvard.edtiarvard University

“Standardized Measures in Psychical Research: @ddrtmes Model for Detecting Causal
Source of Agency.”

Abstract In 1909, William James published “The Report ors MPiper’'s Hodgson Control” in
The Proceedings of the Society for Psychical Rebedn it contained a 7-point model for
evaluating the causal source of information confarth from the medium which was commonly
perceived by observers as a discarnate persorgthars as a natural source, such as the medium
herself. In the last one hundred years, the sgiigtdebate continues. Findings in psychical
research, now known as paranormal psychology, feea met with polemic debate or sardonic
dismissal in the field of psychology. One of thatcal challenges to paranormal researchers in
gaining acceptance of their findings is the lackhaf use of standardized tools. Specifically,
standardized measures accepted by researchessfielthof psychology, not just
parapsychology. In this paper, | modernize Jamégisint model with the latest and most
standard measures appropriate for decoding casualesof agency. It is expected that if a
paranormal investigator uses this model withowgnmfig into it, their findings will be much
more appreciable by psychologists in other branoléise field, thus ending many debates and
speculations regardless of the results.

Biographical SketchMyles Leighton is the Innovation Director at Babkpot, and author of its
patents. He investigates subconscious perceptidmmalme consumer behavior at Harvard
University.

Jared Lobdéell, jaredlobdell@comcast.néWilliam James and Alcoholics Anonymous”




Abstract The [co-]founder of AA, Bill W., acknowledged Wadm James as a founder or
founding influence: Bill was given a copy of Thanétiesin 1934/35 by F. Shepard Cornell, a
member of the Oxford Groups and cousin and assocfaCarl Jung’s patient Rowland Hazard
[, and Bill built some of the infrastructure offAon James, so much so that early AA members
joked that they were the James Club (William Jaamesthe Epistle of St James). Carl Jung’s
1961 letter to Bill W. shows the impact of the icigm of James at the 1909 Clark Symposium,
and in many ways both Jung and Bill W. (and Rowleiagard) were significantly influenced by
WJ — and might in some senses be considered hEes presentation will follow through to
cover James's significance in AA for all the yeE985-2010.

Biographical Sketchlared Lobdell is the author of This Strange #B16Alcoholism and Bill W
(Aldine 2004).

Arthur Lothstein, lothsetin@optonline.net ong Island Univesity “Gerunds of the Errand,
The Moment of Transition: Emerson, James, and Ra#icpiricism”

Abstract In the first part of this essay, | isolate astrén Emerson’s multi-stranded writing,
which | identify as inchoately and presciently cadiy empirical. Although | do not make the

full case for Emerson’s forerunning of James’seadéempiricism, | do offer a charcoal sketch of
what such a full case would entail. | juxtapose tests from Emerson and James, specifically
on the crucial subject of relations, and especm@afiyhe central relation of “continuous
transition,” noting that both Emerson and Jamessgeted the traditional empiricistic notion of
experience as diced or granulated in atomic serdiscyeta (what James and Emerson
negatively and respectively troped as a “brickibah f construction” and “a lumber room of
miscellaneous plurals”).

In the second part of this essay, | discuss Jawesical inheritance of Emerson’s
embryonic radical empiricism. Twice in his lifedas read all of Emerson (minus, of course, his
journals, which were published after James’s de#tle)second time in preparation for his
Address at the Emerson bicentenary in Concord @81Blis underlinings and notations make
tolerably clear that he had little or no use fa thonistic idealist strand in Emerson, but drew
sustenance from his radical empirical and pragnsatands. It is important to note here that the
“explosion” in James’s thought (1904-5), in whialwrote the two anchoring and other six
essays of his posthumously published radical esipim, came on the heels of his prolific
reading of Emerson just one year prior. It is nopsgsing, then, that we find Emerson’s
fingerprints all over the radical empiricism.

| next address James’s oft-asserted claim ofabieadl separability of his pragmatism and
radical empiricism, offering considerable textugbgort of my (and John J. McDermott’s) claim
of their intertwining and mutual fecundation. |lcatention here to the radical empirical
language that runs througtnagmatismproblematizing the prevailing view of the latter as
simply or essentially epistemological. | also nibigt James and others, including John Dewey,
often conflated the languages of radical empiricasd pragmatism in speaking about his
philosophy.

In the last part of the essay, | address genefadiyotion of relations in Emerson and
James, and specifically their relational concepteti-becoming. | argue that their relationism
belies any reading of their respective notiondhefdubjective self as insular or claustral, as
concave or narcissistic. If their tropings of thubjective self are “tinged” with bourgeois
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elements, they are not consonant or coterminoustivet possessive and “ragged” individualism,
“retraction into self,” “refugee idealism,” and tier-worldly asceticism” that John Dewey,
Herbert Marcuse and others have associated wittgbois individualism.

* For more information, especially regarding a dedesection, on “James, Impressionism,
Cezanne and Radical Empiricism,” please contact me.

Biographical SketchMost recent publications of notdew Morning: Emerson in the 21st
Century edited with Michael Brodrick (Vanderbilt), SUNZ008. Includes original essays by
Douglas R. Anderson, Lawrence Buell, Len GougeayiddLaRocca, John Lysaker, David
Marr, and myself (“Teaching for Lustres: An Essaytibe Emersonian Teacher.” The book also
includes a rare letter of Emerson’s to a younglgidia, and reprinted essays by John J.
McDermott, Robert C. Pollock, Mary Oliver, and Abauterbach. The essays are interleaved
with poems by Deborah Digges, Dorene Evans, Willideyen, Paul Hoover, Gary Snyder, and
Mark Strand.

My essay has been fattened into a book-length swaipt, which 1 am now editing for
publication. | am also editing for publication dmer book-length manuscript, “The Emersonian
Moment,” the first draft of which | finished lastimmer. See also my contribution to the
Festschriftfor John J. McDermott ikxperience as Philosophy of Culture: On the Wor8abin
J. McDermottEdited by James Campbell and Richard W. Hart, lr@rdUniversity Press,

2006. The title of my essay is “No Eros, No Budsadhing as Nectaring.”

Lee McBride [LMcBride@wooster.edu], The College of Wooster

“William James and Weak Moral Objectivism”

Abstract Many argue that William James was first and fassetra moralist. It is thought that
James was ultimately motivated by moral considenatithat his entire philosophy could be
considered an ethics. It seems ironic, then,Xaates, the moralist, vehemently rejects
traditional moral theories and promotes what, omyreccounts, appears to be a form of moral
relativism. In this paper, | outline James’ rejectof absolutism and argue that the Jamesian
ethical ethos can incorporate universally valiotma facieprinciples or functional value
imperatives, and, thus, can be considerag@akform of moral objectivism rather than moral
relativism.

Biographical Sketchl.ee McBride received his Ph.D. in philosophy frémrdue University in
2006. His current research focuses on pragnettigts, philosophy of race, and feminism.

James Pawelski, pawelski@psych.upenn.eduniversity of Pennsylvania “Beyond Healthy-
Mindedness: William James, Positive PsychologytaedScience of Well-Being”

Abstract In hisVarieties of Religious Experienc@/illiam James made a famous distinction
between healthy-mindedness (the view that evillmaovercome and done away with) and
morbid-mindedness (the view that evil is an esaéptrt of life). While he admitted that the
healthy-minded view is limited in that it ignoresrain parts of reality, he also had a deep
respect for it because it leads to so many heakslyghological and physical outcomes. James
later argued, in the “Energies of Men,” for theriding of a branch of rigorous empirical
psychology to study healthy-mindedness scientifycaHis own work in psychology,
philosophy, and religious studies was already atgrentribution to this envisioned branch of
psychology. Still, it would be nearly 100 year$dse psychologists fully answered James’s call,
with the founding of positive psychology just oedecade ago. This presentation will show
how some of the topics James addressed in his nard been taken up in the field of positive
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psychology—and the broader science of well-beingdaitl explore key lessons this science
needs to learn from James’s work.

Biographical SketchJames O. Pawelski, Ph.D. is Director of Educasind Senior Scholar in
Positive Psychology and Adjunct Associate Profes$&teligious Studies at the University of
Pennsylvania. Having earned a Ph.D. in philosophys the author ofFhe Dynamic
Individualism of William Jamesnd his current research interests include tlilegaphical
underpinnings of positive psychology (his firsi@d on William James and positive psychology
appeared in thdournal of Speculative Philosophy2003); the development, application, and
assessment of interventions in positive psycholagg the interplay between positive
psychology and the various disciplines in the and humanities. He has given numerous talks
on William James and positive psychology at a wgré academic conferences. Heis a
member of the Advisory Board of the Ernest L. Bo§enter, and of the Editorial Boards of
William James Studietternational Coaching Psychology Revjemd theJournal of Positive
Psychology.Dr. Pawelski is the founding director of the fidggree program in the world on
positive psychology: the Master of Applied PositR&ychology (MAPP) Program at the
University of Pennsylvania. Along with Martin Sgihan (founder of the field of positive
psychology), he is one of the program’s princi@aluity, teaching courses on positive
interventions, and integrating James into the culum. He has also co-taught a graduate
seminar on James in the Religious Studies Depattatdtenn. In addition, he is the founding
Executive Director of the International Positive/étslogy Association (IPPA) and a charter
member of the Board of Directors of that organati

Alexandra Pleshoyano [Alexandra.Pleshoyano@USherbrooke.ca] Univerditgleerbrooke,
Quebec, “William James’s Varieties of ‘Spiritualkgerience”

Abstract For the purpose of his “Gifford Lectures” (19026P), William James marked clearly
what he meant by the word ‘religious’: “On the @ige of it lies institutional, on the other
personal religion” (James: 1997, 41). James waglgtinterested by the latter. Nowadays many
would define James’garieties of Religious Experienas spiritual but not religious. Many
people tend to identify spirituality as an indivadand secular matter giving prominence to the
personal experience. My intention here is to atgue James’s reflections are relevant and do
indeed contribute for today’s interfaith dialogmeai world of globalization.

Biographical SketchAlexandra Pleshoyano is an associate Professbe ainiversity of
Sherbrooke in Quebec, Canada. AuthoEthy Hillesum: 'amour comme ‘seule solution’. Une
herméneutique théologique au coeur du,mvéinster, Lit Verlag, 2007 antlavais encore mille
choses a te demander. L'univers spirituel d’Ettilddum,Montreal/Paris, Novalis/Bayard,
2009, she has also published many articles banench and in English.

Jacob Risinger [risinger@fas.harvard.edu], Harvard University

“William James, Romanticism, and the Varieties af/EEonmental Experience”

Abstract What significance can our individual apprehensiohand attachment to nature have
in a warming world whose survival is dependentlandcience of systems? Recent work by
Bruno Latour and Alan Weisman has entertaineddh&aby of a nonhuman nature divested of
the ideologies and imaginations imposed upon thieyhuman estate, and the literary critic
Timothy Morton has asserted that true ecology retzes the abandonment of a romantic or
fetishized “Nature.” For all the merits of thissqgmatic or “down-to-earth” approach, it glosses
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over the recalcitrant contradiction that our maoswaic perceptions of the world and its patterns
tend to exist dialectically with our more persorsaibjective experiences of its nature.

In this paper, | make a case for the continued/aglee of our individualized experiences
of nature by considering William James, an esskngaological thinker who approached
subjective experience as foundational to an expilamaf our life in the world. IMThe Varieties
of Religious Experiengcdames suggested that “the practical real worl@déch of us” involves a
synthesis of “physical facts and emotional valuemdistinguishable combination.” The
analysis of relational realms like religions and®stems necessitates, for James, fidelity to the
private experience of solitary individuals. | appch James as a crucial mediating figure
between an age obsessed with romantic nature arehibrgence of twentieth-century science,
suggesting in the process that he offers a moddidar we might look towards our literature in
beginning to sketch “the varieties of environmemtgberience.” The stakes of such an
understanding are high; James himself recognizad'thankind is in a position similar to that of
a set of people living on a frozen lake, surrounioedliffs over which there is no escape, yet
knowing that little by little the ice is meltingnd the inevitable day drawing near when the last
film of it will disappear, and to be drowned ignamaiusly will be the human creature’s portion.”
Biographical SketchJacob Risinger is a PhD student in English avklar University, where
he's working towards a dissertation on British Rotitgssm and its various permutations.

Robert Richardson, rrchardson@aol.copnindependent Scholar

“Will You or Won'’t You Have It So?: James on thelWVi

Abstract James called habit "the enormous flywheel ofety¢i to be opposed, if at all, only by
voluntary effort, and he understood that will--wili--is the key to such voluntary life as we
have. James' modern and science-based understaridivegwill still works.

Biographical sketchRobert Richardson is an indepedent scholar wikddusght at many
universities and has written intellectual biograshof Thoreau, Emerson, and William James.

Tadd L Ruetenik [mailto:rueteniktaddl@sau.edu] St. Ambrose Uniitgrs

“The Book of James: Pragmatism and the Resear@anf Schwartz?”

Abstract Contemporary psychologist Gary Schwartz is the Wélliam James. Much like

James, he has an arts background, was convertesdieince, was schooled at Harvard, and
studied spirit communication. He has done contdoiteestigations of mediums such as John
Edward and Allison DuBois, who is the new LeonoiaeP. In what follows, the work of
Schwartz is explained, with reference to the ploipdg/ of James, which influenced it. Schwartz’
work has the same challenges that James’ did, iyaimefact that such research involves
accommodating some shady characters, and tolerstimg unclear but compelling experiences.
In short, it involves charity over criticism, latde of interpretation, and a degree of emotionality
in science. These are precisely the things thaerskkptics cringe, and both James and
Schwartz are thus among the underdogs of sciereceofeone who appreciates the work of the
underdog, | will try to defend these people.

Biographical SketchTadd Ruetenik, Assistant Professor of Philosagh$t. Ambrose

University, has published articles on James’ religiphilosophy idournal of Speculative
Philosophy Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce SociatylJournal of Religion and Health

An active participant in conferences for the Sacfet the Advancement of American
Philosophy, he has presented on such topics assJaamlarly treatment of medieval women
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mystics, his thoughts on animal welfare, and thenection between warlike aggression and
alcohol addiction.

Linda Simon, Lsimon@skidmore.eduGuest Curator, "Life is in the Transitions," M&lliam
James Centennial Exhibition, Houghton Library, HadvCollege

Abstract Drawing upon its vast archives of letters, manipsg, photographs, and diaries,
Houghton Library commemorates William James'sdifie work with an exhibition of more than
sixty items. This exhibition focuses on the transial moments of James's personal and
professional life, when he made decisions abouwtdisition, education, profession, and
marriage--decisions made under great stress asmiteWith manuscripts and letters referring
to his major works, the exhibition also illuminatas intellectual interests in religion,
psychology, psychical research, and philosophy.é&xgbition is both a celebration of James's
legacy to us, and an introduction to this great Acaa thinker and writer.

Biographical SketchLinda Simon is the author of GENUINE REALITY: AIEE OF

WILLIAM JAMES, editor of WILLIAM JAMES REMEMBERED,and General Editor of the
online journal WILLIAM JAMES STUDIES. She is Profas of English at Skidmore College.

John Snarey [jsharey@emory.edu], Emory University

“All Unplanned for and Unexpected”: William Jameas the Nature of Religious Experiences”
Abstract Encountering or being surprised by the beautiegture may facilitate a mystic-like
encounter with an unseen reality. This paper foceseWilliam James’s sensitivity to nature as
a trigger of religious experiences.

Biographical SketchDr. John Snarey is Professor of Human DeveloprardtEthics at Emory
University where he teaches in the School of Thgypknd the Department of Psychology. His
annual “William James Seminar” is a favorite ofdgnts. Professor Snarey is a Fellow of the
American Psychological Association.

Flavia Stara, fstara@libero.it Flavia Stara, University of Macerata, Italy

“Reading William James: Educating for Moral Insigimd Values”

Abstract The paper reconstructs the concept of “feelirigberated by William James as a mean
towards a moral educatiomhe analysis of the feeling is structurally conedcin James’s
thought, not only with the problem of the consceaad the knowledge of the self, but also with
the strategically wider issue of “a study of themian nature.” This perspective serves to
underline the “therapeutic” function of moral enoots in the analysis of experience, as well as
their specific impact both on the process of foioratind the behavior of the human being, and
on the construction of democracy.

Biographical SketchFlavia Stara is a FURROFESSOR INPHILOSOPHY OFEDUCATION (2006), at
the School of Education of the University of Madar@taly). She holds aHD. IN ROMANCE
LANGUAGES AND LITERATURES from Harvard University, a WSTERS INROMANCE LITERATURES
FROM Boston College, and aAUREA IN PHILOSOPHY FROMthe University of L’Aquila. Her
specialties include Twentieth-century history ofl®ophy of Education, American Pragmatism,
William James’ thought and works, the History ofecary Theory, and Language Pedagogy

Miriam Strube [miriam.strube@uni-paderborn.de] Paderborn Unityer&Racing Pragmatism”
Abstract The history of pragmatism is seen as a wHdeinated discourse. However, a revision
of pragmatist philosophy shows that several twémtentury black intellectuals are major
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pragmatists. W.E.B. DuBois and Alain Locke incogierJamesian thinking, a modification later
having an impact on John Dewey. Thus, insteadaKitg at onesided influences, | explore the
dialogical exchange and the muliered role of these thinkers and the changesrttasle for
their own theories and politics. Furthermore, lLerghat James’ pragmatism is still highly
relevant in current ‘race’ theories such as Paubyd/s postpositivist realist approach, and could
serve as a constructive approach in today’s-postdebates.

Biographical SketchMiriam Strube is Associate Professor of Ameri&uadies at Paderborn
University, Germany. She has studied at Bochum &msity and New York University. As part
of her Ph.D. studies, she had a scholarship four@bia University and was a Fulbright scholar
in Washington D.C.. For her current book projecpoagmatism and modernist culture, she has
received a prize to do research at Princeton UsityeiShe is presently organizing a German
conference in honor of William James, “RevisioniPrggmatism: William James in the New
Millennium,” sponsored by the German Research Fatiod and the German Association for
American Studies.

Eugene Taylor, PhD, Saybrook University, Harvard Medical Schddfssachusetts General
Hospital, and Cambridge Institute of Psychology &adnparative Religiongtaylor@igc.org
"William James and Contemporary Neurophenomenology"

Abstract William James was a man 150 years ahead ofrhes, tmeaning, he is still beyond us
even today. Atthe end of his life in 1910 he ergd science to "study the fall of the threshold
of consciousness, though we may not understandwanate looking at either in this generation
or the next." Contemporary neuroscience is only beginning to awaken to James’s
metaphysics, particularly his radical empiricism cantral to addressing the so-called Hard
Problem--the relation between the brain and thednf@onsider the fact that James appears in the
“biochemical theology” of Francis Crick, Barnardda's Global Workspace Theory, Antonio
Damasio's interpretation of emotion, and Franc&&ela’s neurophenomenology based on the
enactive approach. James’s ideas, in my opinien evore far reaching than these investigators,
point to applications that may lead not only t@structuring of the way psychology is viewed in
the hierarchy of the sciences, but also to themiatietransformation of science itself.
Biographical SketchEugene Taylor holds the AB and MA in experimepschology and

Asian studies and the PhD in the History and Papby of Psychology. Working in James's
unpublished manuscript collection at Harvard fa plast thirty years, he is the author of

William James on Exceptional Mental States (198%)liam James on Consciousness beyond
the Margin(1996); with Robert Wozniak (eds) Purg@é&mxence: The Response to William
James(1996); and forthcoming, William James andthiatual Roots of American Pragmatism.
His most current book is The Mystery of Persogalit History of Psychodynamic Theories
(2009). Currently, he is Professor of Psycholog8agbrook University; Lecturer on Psychiatry
at Harvard Medical School; a Senior PsychologisthenPsychiatry Service at the Massachusetts
General Hospital; and Director of the Cambridgeifate of Psychology and Comparative
Religions.

Trygve Throntveit [throntv@fas.harvard.edu], Harvard University

“William James, Barack Obama, and the Americanlizsehtive Tradition”

Abstract This paper historicizes debates over Presideants "pragmatism” by comparing his
ideas to those of William James, and revealing tigared political ethics: deliberative,
experimental, morally courageous, yet alert toitbey of human endeavors. Ideologues left and
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right ignore this higher pragmatism, yet it helgplain the enthusiasm Obama has generated
among Americans tired of overheated and sterilgipal discourse. Whether Obama's record
fulfills his rhetoric remains uncertain. But Amaaits’ hesitant embrace of an anti-ideological
politics viewing both idealism and fallibility aggronditions of progress is important—as is
recognizing the vibrancy of similar traditions hetpast.

Biographical SketchTrygve Throntveit is Lecturer and Assistant Diceaf Undergraduate
Studies in History at Harvard University, whererbeeived his PhD in History in 2008. Dr.
Throntveit has published several articles and a@pters on the intellectual and cultural
history of American domestic and foreign politieke was awarded the William James Society's
Graduate Essay prize in 2004 for his article, "Narmskd Among the Jameses: The Ralph Waldo
Emerson Centenary Address," and his article "WhilizZames's Ethical Republic" was recently
accepted for publication in the Journal of the btigtof Ideas. He is currently writing a book on
the pragmatist origins and cultural impact of WandWilson's internationalist politics.

Deborah Whitehead, Deborah.Whitehead@Colorado.EDUniversity of Colorado, Boulder
“James’s Middle Way: Beyond Pragmatism”

Abstract William James's formulation of pragmatism asamiedia, a “middle way” between
facts and values, science and religion, and a Wwaypleing metaphysical disputes, is well
known. Curiously, however, while James largelyralmans this conception of pragmatism
midway through his book _Pragmatism_, such a “neidethy” formulation of pragmatism has
remained quite influential. | suggest that we a@adrthis notion of pragmatism as a “middle
way” back into the tradition itself, not so muchsie how pragmatism helps us to resolve
"otherwise interminable disputes," but rather, ides to see how pragmatism has been so often
constructed as a kind of mediating discourse betwaeous orientations and shifts in
philosophy, religion and American culture.

Biographical Sketchl am assistant professor of religious studigbatUniversity of Colorado in
Boulder, where | have been teaching since 20@&adh courses in U.S. religions, the Christian
tradition, gender and religion, Christianity and émsan culture, and critical-theoretical
approaches to religion, gender, and culture. tamently working on a book manuscript based
on research undertaken for my doctorate in cornsuttavith my committee at Harvard,
composed of Elisabeth Schissler Fiorenza, Daviddeasth, Francis Fiorenza, and James T.
Kloppenberg. My background and training in philoisy, critical theory, cultural studies, gender
and feminist studies all situate and inform my waska scholar of religious studies. My work
on American pragmatism grew out of these interastissought to think critically about what
factors might help to explain, situate, and contakte the emergence of pragmatism in both the
post-Civil War/Progressive Era context and todayl what an examination of pragmatism in
more direct relation to its cultural contexts mighggest about why it remains America’s
“perennial philosophy.”

Kevin Zdiara, kevin.zdiara@uni-erfurt.déMax Weber Center for Advanced Cultural and Social
Studies “Horace M. Kallen and the Legacy of Vditt James”

Abstract Despite the recent interest in Pragmatism andiaffilJames, Horace Meyer Kallen
(1882-1974) is one of the few thinkers who havenb@aitted from anthologization. This is
particularly astonishing since Kallen was a studemt assistant of William James and the co-
editor of James’s posthumous work Some Problen@hiddsophy.
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Horace Kallen coined the term ‘cultural pluralisim'the 1920s, and ‘secularism’ in the 1950s
for two ways of orchestrating different ethnic, igoal and religious backgrounds without
abolishing the differences. These ideas can bettlireaced back to James'’s influence and his
appreciation of both the individual and pluraligéesides defending the freedom of the
individual in his philosophy, Kallen was also a paintellectual who promoted a pluralistic
Judaism, fought totalitarianism and championed cights.

In my paper, | want to present this forgotten tlein&f pragmatism, and point to his merits and
his relevance for the study of William James’s pragsm. A special focus will be put on
Kallen’s indebtedness and commitment to Jamesisgtphy and his unique application of it to
contemporary sociopolitical questions.

Biographical SketchKevin Zdiara holds an M.A. in Philosophy from Hach-Heine-University
Dusseldorf. Since the Winter of 2008, he has lzedactoral student at Max Weber Center for
Advanced Cultural and Social Studies, and he iseatlly working on a dissertation about
Horace M. Kallen, a student of James.
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